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Welcome to the Animal Sentience Newsletter, keeping you in touch with news and research about animal feelings, consciousness and emotions. 

We've got a slightly different angle on sentience this month. Most articles on sentience concern mammals (mainly primates, companion animals and farm animals). However, there is a growing interest in the subject of how far sentience extends beyond vertebrates. We've got a fascinating article on the potential for sentience in invertebrates - after reading this we guarantee you'll look at lobsters, crabs and spiders in a different light.

We've also focused our news articles on invertebrates - snails, ants and spiders. We don't see anywhere near as much research being done in this area, but it's worth sharing what there is. Next month we'll return to vertebrates.

The horror of the Asian Tsunami affected everyone, and we extend our sympathies and thoughts to any reader personally affected by this tragedy. We are fascinated by the stories about wild animals allegedly sensing the impending tragedy and trying to escape. This builds on articles we've covered in the past by Dr Rupert Sheldrake and his beliefs that many animals do have an inner sense. 

The special offer is still open on the new video by Rosamund Young which looks at life on her organic farm in the UK. You can get it from Farming Books and Videos, who have offered to pay the postage on all orders received before March 2005 - just quote Compassion in World Farming when you order. 

Don't forget the CIWF Animal Sentience Conference in London next month, very few tickets now remain- Dame Jane Goodall will be the keynote speaker at this significant conference - book your place now. You can find more information here. 

Our subscriber numbers are continuing to increase, so we're obviously talking about something that interests a lot of people. Please tell your friends about the site - the more that people discuss the amazing inner feelings of animals, the better chance we've got of improving their treatment around the world.

And don't forget to get involved via our Forum area and send us any local news items you spot. 

Until next time, 

Phil

Editor, animalsentience.com.

